From: Vartanian, Janess

To: John Oakleaf

Subject: Nuisance write up

Date: Friday, July 17, 2015 12:00:37 PM
Attachments: 7-1-15 Heap nuisance report response.docx

Is this what you wanted. Please let me know and I will file with the report. I still need to
contact Jess to finalize our nuisance report since jimmy would not talk to me directly about it
and make sure dates, etc. are correct.

Janess

Janess Vartanian

Wildlife Biologist, USFWS
Mexican Wolf Recovery Program
PO Box 856 Alpine, AZ 85920
Office: 928-339-4329

Cell: 928-255-8366

Fax: 928-339-4218
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Memorandum



To:	Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator, Southwest Region



Through:	Senior Wolf Biologist, Southwest Region



From:	Wildlife Biologist, Southwest Region



Subject:	July 1 and 2, Nuisance response Jewet Gap, New Mexico



[bookmark: _GoBack]On July 2, 2015, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) was notified of a nuisance incident that occurred in the early morning of July 1, in Catron County, New Mexico, in which a resident/rancher reported that at approximately 0500 his daughter (adult) went to let the family dog outside and a wolf was in the yard growling.  The Service contacted the rancher to assist and was notified that the same wolf was harassing their steers on July 2.



Account of incident investigation and response recorded by wildlife biologist responding to the report:



On July 2, Jess Carey (Carton County Wolf Investigator) called and reported that he had investigated a nuisance report involving Jimmy Heaps daughter.  Upon returning his call Jess shared that Jimmy had called him and that, although he had not yet spoken with her, Jimmy’s account of the incident was as follows. On July1, at 0500 Jimmy’s daughter went to let the family dog outside, the dog was hesitant to go outside so she stepped outside onto the porch and saw a collared wolf standing in the center of the yard ~20-25 feet away growling. She went back inside and I was told also went home/left. Jess Carey went onsite at approximately 0930and investigated the report. He noted that five children were inside the house sleeping when this occurred, located wolf tracks in the yard and found where they left the yard under the fence (couple strands of electric fence to keep elk out).  Jess measured the tracks, noting that they were ~115 mm long and 109mm wide (from memory). He also stated the Jimmy had told him that a white truck was parked along the road that goes to the private property (that he thought it was a wolf truck) and that we were in the area. I let Jess know that it was not one of our trucks as all our volunteer staff, but one was working in AZ on that day and that the one that was in NM was checking on wolves in the southern areas (Prieto, Luna, etc). I thanked Jess for notifying us and let him know I would call Jimmy and that if I was able to get in touch with his daughter before him I would share information with him from her account.



I called Jimmy Heaps ranch house on July 2, 2015 in an effort to talk to him, get permission to come out and investigate and hopefully get contact information for his daughter so I could speak with her.  I spoke with Jenny (Jimmy’s wife) and she let me know Jimmy was not in, I explained that I would like to talk to him and ask permission to come onto the private property, try to figure out which collared wolf was in the area and attempt to haze or trap to move the animal away from the private property/nuisance incident site. Following this explanation, Jenny hollered to Jimmy letting him know I was on the phone and was asking if I could get permission to access their private property. She let me know he said not now.  I asked Jenny to please leave a message for Jimmy asking him to call me back, and reiterated that I would really like to talk to him about the situation, get permission to access their private property and that I would like to access the property to 1) try to determine what wolf was in the area, 2) if the wolf had a functioning radiocollar, use that information to attempt to haze the wolf out of the area, and 3) if the wolf did not have a functioning radiocollar, potentially trap for the animal so we could get a functioning radiocollar on it and move it off the private property and away from the incident site.  Jimmy did not return my call so I called him on July 3, 2015 at 0750. While speaking with Jimmy, he denied us permission to access the private property stating that he didn’t need/want help. During conversation, Jimmy shared that he watched the animal himself, got a good look at it when it was harassing his steers, but would not share details of the collar to assist in the identification of the animal. He said he was working with Jess and that is the only one he wanted to work with because he tells it like it is. I let him know that Jess and I were in communication and that I would be still come out to the area, accessing only public lands, and try to determine which animal was in the area and attempt to get the animal to move out of the area of look for potential areas to trap, and that I would let him know what the result of my efforts were. I called Jimmy back at 1830, let him know that I was unable to determine which wolf was in the area (no telemetry was heard for any missing, dispersing or known collared wolves) and did not located any wolf sign that would indicate a direction of travel for the animal coming into or leaving the area that I would continue to try to figure out which animal was around and look for opportunities to get collars on wolves so we could better monitor and respond to future issues. During this conversation Jimmy indicated that he does not trust the FWS that we lie and are always sneaking around, and that allowing us on the private property to trap following the first depredations was a joke and that he knew better, but it took one more time to prove it again.  I let him know that I have never intentionally lied to him and never would but still asked what I could do better to improve our relationships and build trust he had no suggestions but continued to express that we don’t let him know whats going on and that we are always sneaking around and told me that our truck was parked on the road the other day, that he saw two people hiking around and asked if it was me that just turned around at Andy’s.  I restated that I was trying to keep him informed (I was letting him know what I did and did not find/figure out today), that it was not me that turned around at Andys, that I had turned around before the start of the private property boundary, that our staff were not in the area the day he saw the white truck and hikers and that we would continue to work in the area and that I would let him know if we find anything and that I will try to communicate more. 



We placed a road kill deer in the area with a trail camera (only coyotes on camera) and have continued to look for sign in the area in efforts to document uncollared wolves or wolves with non-functioning radiocollars in the area and for potential trapping opportunities to add radiocollars to nearby packs or uncollared wolves utilizing the area that may be responsible for past depredations.



On July 9, I called to make sure things had settled down and to update Jimmy on what we had been doing.  I spoke with Jenny, Jimmy was not around. Jenny said the wolf never came back and that Jimmy was just really worked up when we had spoke as it was an emotional situation with all the grand kids visiting,etc.  I updated Jenny on what we had been doing, that we still had not found any sign, etc but that we will continue to look for opportunities to add collars to the area and try to figure out what is going on so we can better manage/respond to issues. She stated that she knows I care and want to help and thanked me for calling.
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